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Historically, the county has been the fundamental unit for educational ser-
vices outside the local district. It not only, therefore, has a successful
history in terms of educational services but is probably a most viable govern-
ment unit and in all likelihood will remain so. Thus, it could provide a
substantial and secure base for school district structure.

The county school system may have limited appeal at the local level, since
it is not a grass roots community approach to school reorganization.

2. '"County-Like'" Systems

The county-like alternative is a variation on the county school system
but major differences do exist. County-like districts are meant to imply
large geographic districts which resemble the county in size but are not
restricted to county boundaries.

Also, county-like districts could be structured to recognize several
districts within a county, especially in the more densely populated areas.
For example, the seven largest cities in the state could be excluded from
any county-like system.

It would also be important to allow the smaller districts surrounding
a population center in a county to have the option of merging with or remain-
ing independent from the existed larger district. The larger district, how-
ever, should not have the option to reject the smaller districts.

3. Minimum Enrollment Approach

The minimum enrollment approach to restructuring school districts is
the least prescriptive of the three approaches in that only the minimum
enrollment is established and the method to achieve the minimum is locally
determined. This is probably the most grass roots approach to reorganizationmn.

Obviously, minimum enrollments in themselves are not the desired goals.
It is what will be achieved when a given number of students are collectively
educated. If the minimum could not be achieved because of sparsity of pop-
ulation or geographic travel barrier, then exception to the minimum would be
very appropriate.

A minimum enrollment approach has been used by the General Assembly as
the means to establish new school districts in Iowa. Currently, a minimum
of 300 enrollment exists for any new school reorganization.

An approach to the establishment of enrollment minimums would be to base
the minimums on multiples of 325. This is derived from using reasonable
class sizes of 25 across the 13 grade levels. Thus, enrollment minimums of
325, 650, 975 and 1,300 might be considered.

Estimated Cost

Not applicable



